
Exploring Quantum Matter 
an International PhD Programme of Excellence 

ExQM

ExQM Coordination Office 

c/o Dr. T. Schulte-Herbrüggen 
AK Prof. S.J. Glaser 
Department of Chemistry 
Technical University Munich 
Lichtenbergstrasse 4 
85747 Garching, Germany 

phone: ++49 89 289-13312 
fax: ++49 89 289-13319
email: tosh@tum.de 

Dear Colleague, 

The International ENB PhD Programme of Excellence 
“Exploring Quantum Matter" (ExQM) 
is a joint PhD programme of the Technical University of Munich (TUM), the Ludwig-Maximilians-
University Munich (LMU), and the Max Planck Institute for Quantum Optics (MPQ). 
Applicants are asked to forward this letter to two referees, who can give a sound assessment of 
her/his aptitude to undertake a PhD study. Our selection system is highly competitive, and we kindly 
ask you to give your frank opinion about the academic and personal qualities of the candidate. 

Please consider the following points: 
• How well do you know the applicant, and for what duration of time did you have contact with

her/him?  
• What are your impressions of the applicant’s intellectual capacity and ability in research?
• Where does the applicant rank among the students you have encountered? Are the

applicant’s strengths more in theory or in experiment?
• Did you supervise her/him in a research project?
• How important were her/his contributions?
• Did she/he contribute own ideas?

The application cannot be considered until we have received your reference letter. Since all 
applications will be reviewed shortly after the deadline (for the next one, see 
homepage: http://www.exqm.de), please make sure that your letter arrives in time. The reference 
letters can either be sent directly to the ExQM coordination office by Fax or mail, or given to the 
applicant in a sealed envelope to be included in the application package. 
Thank you very much in advance for your help. 
On behalf of the speaker of the ExQM

Dr. Thomas Schulte-Herbrüggen 
(Coordinator) 



Letter of recommendation for your application to the: 

    International ENB PhD Programme of Excellence 
Exploring Quantum Matter (ExQM)

Ms. Mr. 

Date of birth 

Referee’s name: 

Title / Position: 

Institution: 

Postal address: 

E-Mail: WWW: 

Period of time I have worked with her / him from ……….. until ………. 
1.) Please rate the applicant’s overall scientific ability and promise relative to a representative 
group of students on the same level of education (on a scale from 1 – 7, where 1 is the lowest and 7 
the highest mark). 

 1     2      3  4       5    6      7 
 Below       Average   Somewhat    Good       Unusual   Outstanding    Truly       Insufficient 
Average           above average       exceptional     opportunity to observe 

(1 = lowest 40 %; 2 = 40-65 %; 3= 65-75%; 4 = 75-85 %; 5= 85-90 %; 6 = 90 –95; 7 = top 5 %) 

2.) Please rate the candidate in the same way: 
1        2     3        4  5    6     7      Can’t assess 

Theoretical knowledge 

Experimental ability 

Creativity / Originality 

Analytical ability 

Ability to work independently 

Ability to work in a team 

Motivation / Commitment 

Flexibility 

Responsibility 

Reliability 

Emotional stability and maturity 

Proficiency in English 



3.) The letters of recommendation play an important role in our selection process of the candi-
dates. A careful distinction of strong and weak points is more helpful to the candidate than stan-
dard phrases. 
Please give your personal impression about the strengths and limitations of the candidate for 
graduate study. 

Place Date Signature 

Please authenticate the completed form additionally with a stamp of your institution. 

Thank you again for all your efforts. 


